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Carlos Elias began his musical studies at the National Center of Arts in San Salvador and graduated
Magna Cum Laude from Biola University in California, with a Bachelor degree in violin performance. He
earned his Master degree from the University of Cincinnati, College- Conservatory of Music and an Artist
Diploma from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. He has been Director of Strings and Orchestra at
Colorado Mesa University. In addition, he was Concertmaster of the Grand Junction Symphony Orchestra
and Artistic Director and Conductor of the Symphony in the Valley in Glenwood Springs. He is currently
Violin Professor and Conductor of the Symphony Orchestra at Cedarville University and Director of the
Springfield Youth Symphony. He and his wife, pianist Andrea Arese-Elias, gave their New York debut at
Weill Hall in Carnegie Hall in 2002. Their CD “Let’s Tango” was named “Best of the Best” in the
International category on eMusic in the US and the United Kingdom. 

Kenneth Bechtel  i s  f rom Hi l l iard ,  Ohio .  He s tarted v io l in  at  the age of  6 .  Kenneth
was a member of  the Columbus Youth Symphony Orchestra ,  serv ing as  the
concertmaster  dur ing the 2020-2021 season ,  under  the di rect ion of  Andres  Lopera.
He was also a member of  the “Marquis  St r ing Quartet”  receiv ing 3rd place at  the
Saint  Paul  St r ing Quartet  Compet i t ion ,  honorable ment ion at  Midwest  Young Art i s t s
Chamber Mus ic  Compet i t ion ,  and was a semi-f inal i s t  at  the Coltman Chamber
Compet i t ion under  the di rect ion of  Deborah Pr ice at  Chamber Mus ic  Connect ion .  He
also received an honorable ment ion at  the Columbus Young Art i s t s  Concerto
Compet i t ion .  Kenneth has  s tudied under  Jonqui l  Thoms ,  Ryan Meehan,  Annie Fu l lard ,
and Igor  Kaln in .  Kenneth i s  current ly  pursu ing a Bachelors  in  Mus ic  Performance at
Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  s tudying with  Professor  Car los  E l ias .

Mary Jo Johnson i s  a c lass  of  2024 senior  major ing in  Mus ic  Educat ion at  Cedarv i l le
Univers i ty .  She began her  Suzuk i  t ra in ing at  the age of  5 with  Mrs .  Kathy Johnston of
Fairborn ,  Ohio and has s tudied with  Professor  Car los  E l ias  s ince 2016.  Mary Jo has
served as  a pr incipal  p layer  of  the Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty  Orchestra ,  Dayton
Phi lharmonic Youth Orchestra ,  and Spr ingf ie ld Youth Symphony .  She also great ly
enjoys  chamber mus ic ,  and performs with  CU st r ing chamber ensembles .  In  addit ion
to her  s tudies ,  Mary Jo maintains  her  own pr ivate v io l in/piano s tudio and on
Sundays  profess ional ly  answers  the cal l  of  local  churches  as  worsh ip pianis t .  Mary
Jo ’ s  profess ional  membersh ips  inc lude Nat ional  Associat ion for  Mus ic  Educat ion ,
Dayton Mus ic  Club (performing member) ,  Greater  Dayton Area Suzuk i  Associat ion
(secretary) ,  and Ohio Federat ion of  Mus ic  Clubs .

Hanna Lacey holds  a B .Mus .  in  cel lo  performance f rom Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty  and a
M.M.  in  cel lo  performance f rom Wright  State Univers i ty ,  where she graduated as  a
graduate teaching ass i s tant  wi th  the Outstanding Graduat ing Graduate Student
award and was a 2021  winner  of  the WSU Concerto/Ar ia Compet i t ion .  Hanna plays
in  the L ima Symphony Orchestra and at  Fairhaven church ,  and has p layed with  other
groups in  Ohio such as  Dayton Theatre Lab,  B lu f f ton Univers i ty ,  and Spr ingf ie ld
Symphony Orchestra .  Hanna current ly  works  wi th  the Spr ingf ie ld Symphony Youth
Orchestra program as the conductor  of  the Youth Chamber Orchestra .  She has
served as  the cel lo  judge for  the OMEA Southwest  Region Orchestra audit ions  and i s
busy  with  a pr ivate s tudio and as  a cel lo  ins t ructor  at  McCutcheon Mus ic

Grant  Brown enjoys  a mul t i - faceted career  as  an Double Bass  orchestra l  mus ic ian ,
chamber mus ic ian ,  p i t  mus ic ian and mus ical  educator  wi th  extens ive h i s tory  and
exper ience as  a non-prof i t  program director .   A  nat ive of  Toronto ,  who grew up in
Western New York ,  Brown completed h is  bachelor ’ s  degree with  James VanDemark
at  the Eastman School  of  Mus ic  and attended graduate school  at  Duquesne
Univers i ty  under  the tute lage of  Jef f  Turner .  Current ly  res id ing in  T ipp City ,  Brown
performs across  Ohio .


